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On 7th June 2021 Parliament confirmed the date for the introduction of what has been affectionally
called the introduction of “No Fault Divorce” of 6th April 2022. While much later than the
anticipated introduction of autumn 2021, there is finally a firm date for married couples to divorce
without making allegations of blame. 

The Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Bill 2020 received royal asset in June 2020. Campaigners
had long sought a new regime, which would remove couples blaming each other for the
breakdown of their relationship, and this Act provides that.

What does this mean in practice? At present, the only ground on which you can petition for a
divorce to end your marriage or civil partnership is that it has irretrievably broken down, and the
person asking for a divorce must provide a reason for the irretrievable breakdown. Currently there
are five facts, one of which needs to be evidenced:

Often couples find that they have to make allegations of unreasonable behaviour by one of them
when they simply recognise that the relationship is no longer a positive experience for them and
they want to go their separate ways. 

Allegations of unreasonable behaviour can cause unnecessary hurt and animosity at a time when,
very often, emotions are already heightened. 

Date of 'No Fault Divorce' announced



While practitioners are encouraged to make these allegations as anodyne as possible, the reality is
one person had to be seen as being in the wrong when, often, the decision to end the relationship
is a mutual decision. 

From 6th April 2022, the ground for the divorce remains, the person bringing the divorce must
simply provide a statement saying the marriage has irretrievably broken down. 

Perhaps one of the most radical change is the introduction of a new option of a joint application. If
the decision is a mutual one, a joint application can be made, again assisting couples to proceed on
what is likely to feel a more comfortable path. 

Petrova Caldecourt, Partner and Head of Family at Lightfoots LLP says “Sadly, the reality is a
client can feel uncomfortable at being seen to accuse the other person of being the cause of the
breakdown of the relationship leading to uncomfortable conversations and increasing hostility. This
change will facilitate couples who want a divorce to achieve their intention more cordially”.
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